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Reason being said?  Context?
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Goal

Drawing out the original 
meaning of the author to 
his original audience (in 
context) and applying it to 
today.



Tools Source Texts

Amazon $13.18
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Language(s)

When translating foreign 
languages – is it:

Word for Word?

 Thought for Thought?

 Which came first?



Fugio Penny

 First official circulation 
coin of the United States

 Designed by Benjamin
Franklin

"Fugio" (Latin: I flee/fly, referring to time flying by)



Language

Edith Bratt: Listen. 

[she holds up her hand]

Edith Bratt: Hand. That might be a beautiful word…

J.R.R. Tolkien: Yes, it is.

Edith Bratt: But it means so much more because of 
what we associate it with.

[she touches her hand to Tolkien’s]

Edith Bratt: Touch. Things aren’t beautiful because of 
how they sound. They’re beautiful because of 
what they mean.



Language

J.R.R. Tolkien: Since childhood, I have been 
fascinated with language. Obsessed with it. I’ve 
invented my own. Full, complete languages. 
Look. This is, it’s everything. 

[he hands Professor Wright his notebook]

…

J.R.R. Tolkien: I made stories. Legends. After all, 
what is language for? It’s not just the naming of 
things, is it? It’s the lifeblood of a culture, a 
people.

Professor Wright: Yes. Exactly.



Language Behind the words that make up
language is a complex system of

values, assumptions and habits of mind that reveal
themselves in the words we use and leave unsaid.

When we ‘cross a culture’, as when we read the Bible, 
we often assume that what goes without being
said in our culture and language also goes
without being said in other cultures and
languages.  This can lead to profound 
misunderstanding.



Language
America:

Rice Rice Rice



Language
Indonesia:

sawah padi beras nasi
or ‘field of’ Bags of



Language
America:



Language(s)
in the Bible Hebrew  - Aramaic  - Greek

1.

2.

3.
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Language(s)
in the Bible



Language(s)
in the Bible

1 John 4:8
Whoever 
does not love 
does not 
know God, 
because God 
is love.



Language(s)
in the Bible

Matt 10:37 
Anyone who 
loves their 
father or 
mother more 
than me….
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Strongs Numbers 
& Concordance

An index of the words in the King James Version 
of the Bible

Not every distinct word is assigned a number, but 
only the root words

8674 Hebrew root words used in the Old 
Testament

5624 Greek root words used in the New 
Testament

Strong first published his 
Concordance in 1890



Strongs Numbers 
& Concordance G26 ἀγαπάω agapaō

https://www.blueletterbible.org/
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Word Study Bibles



Word Study Bibles



Word Study Bibles



Strongs Numbers 
& Concordance biblehub.com/topical/l/love.htm



Next Week!
LAST CLASS!

Context – using ‘timing’ in 
scripture to have a better 
understanding



BONUS!

English Version by Zondervan first published in 1965 
based on the American Standard Version

It is designed to "amplify" the text by using additional 
wording and a system of punctuation and other 
typographical features to bring out all shades of 
meaning present in the original texts.

Updated in 2015

The Amplified Bible



BONUS!

Parenthesis () and Dashes — —: signify additional phases 
of meaning included in the original word, phrase, or 
clause of the original language.

Titles of Deity: are set off with commas.

Brackets: contain clarifying words or comments not 
actually expressed in the immediate original text.

 Italics: point out some familiar passages now recognized 
as not adequately supported by the original manuscripts. 
“And,” “or,” and other connectives in italics indicate they 
have been added for readability in English.

The Amplified Bible



BONUS!

Capitals: are used in names and personal pronouns 
referring to Deity, but sparingly elsewhere.

References: are intended to cover any part of the 
preceding verse to which they apply.

Synonyms: are limited to what the text seems to 
warrant, both as to number and wording.

The Amplified Bible



John 8:31-32

31 So Jesus was saying to the Jews who had believed 
Him, “If you abide in My word [continually obeying My 
teachings and living in accordance with them, then] you 
are truly My disciples. 32 And you will know the truth 
[regarding salvation], and the truth will set you free 
[from the penalty of sin].”

The Amplified Bible


