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“Judith with the head of Holofernes”
Jean-Jospeph Taillasson (French, 1745-1809)



• The Book of Judith is a deuterocanonical (belonging to the second canon) 
book, 

• included in the Septuagint and the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Christian 
Old Testament of the Bible, 

• but excluded from Jewish texts and assigned by Protestants to the Apocrypha. 
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book, 

• included in the Septuagint and the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Christian 
Old Testament of the Bible, 

• but excluded from Jewish texts and assigned by Protestants to the Apocrypha. 

• The book contains numerous historical anachronisms (a chronological 
inconsistency in some arrangement, especially a juxtaposition of persons, 
events, objects, or customs from different periods of time), which is why many 
scholars now accept it as non-historical; 

• it has been considered a parable or perhaps the first historical novel.



Although early Christians, such as Clement of Rome, Tertullian, and Clement of 
Alexandria, read and used the Book of Judith, some of the oldest Christian 
canons, including the Bryennios List (1st/2nd century), that of Melito of Sardis 
(2nd century) and Origen (3rd century), do not include it. Jerome, when he 
produced his Latin translation, counted it among the apocrypha, (although he 
changed his mind and later quoted it as scripture, and said he merely 
expressed the views of the Jews), as did Athanasius, Cyril of Jerusalem and 
Epiphanius of Salamis.



However, such influential fathers of the Church, including Augustine, Ambrose, 
and Hilary of Poitiers, considered Judith sacred scripture, and Pope Innocent I 
declared it part of the canon. In Jerome's Prologue to Judith he claims that the 
Book of Judith was "found by the Nicene Council to have been counted among 
the number of the Sacred Scriptures".



It was also accepted by the councils of Rome (382), Hippo (393), Carthage 
(397), Florence (1442) and eventually dogmatically defined as canonical by the 
Roman Catholic Church in 1546 in the Council of Trent. The Eastern 
Orthodox Church also accepts Judith as inspired scripture, as was confirmed 
in the Synod of Jerusalem in 1672.



Plot Summary

The story revolves around Judith, a daring and beautiful widow, who is upset 
with her Jewish countrymen for not trusting God to deliver them from 
their foreign conquerors. She goes with her loyal maid to the camp of the 
enemy general, Holofernes, with whom she slowly ingratiates herself, 
promising him information on the Israelites. Gaining his trust, she is allowed 
access to his tent one night as he lies in a drunken stupor. She decapitates 
him, then takes his head back to her fearful countrymen. The Assyrians, 
having lost their leader, disperse, and Israel is saved. Though she is courted 
by many, Judith remains unmarried for the rest of her life.
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Any parallels to “Killing of Sisera by the prophetess Deborah” – Judges 4-5?



Doug’s Notes

• Judith is another popular folk tale about a pious and 
beautiful woman who

saves her people.

• And yet as is common with the Apocrypha we find errors 
in history. In 1:1-6 the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar is 
placed after the Exile!



Doug’s Notes

In the final chapter we read about a hell of infinite conscious 
torment. Woe to the nations that rise up against my people! The 
Lord will take vengeance on them in the day of judgment-- fire and 
worms he will give to their flesh -- they shall weep in pain forever 
(16:17). This is significant because it is a misunderstanding of the 
fire and worms of Isaiah 66:24. They do not eternally torment their 
victims -- they consume insentient corpses. The same incorrect 
doctrine is taught in Sirach 7:17 and 4 Maccabees 9:9. And yet it is 
not at all certain that Jesus endorsed the apocryphal view of hell.
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