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1 Maccabees – in a word



1 Maccabees – in a word
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The Issue - Gentrification

1 Macc 1:11 In those days certain renegades came out from 
Israel and misled many, saying, “Let us go and make a 
covenant with the Gentiles around us, for since we separated 
from them many disasters have come upon us.” 12 This 
proposal pleased them, 13 and some of the people eagerly 
went to the king, who authorized them to observe the 
ordinances of the Gentiles. 14 So they built a gymnasium in 
Jerusalem, according to Gentile custom, 15 and removed the 
marks of circumcision, and abandoned the holy covenant. They 
joined with the Gentiles and sold themselves to do evil.



The Issue - Gentrification

1 Macc 1:44 And the king sent letters by messengers to 
Jerusalem and the towns of Judah; he directed them to 
follow customs strange to the land, 45 to forbid burnt 
offerings and sacrifices and drink offerings in the 
sanctuary, to profane sabbaths and festivals, 46 to defile 
the sanctuary and the priests, 47 to build altars and 
sacred precincts and shrines for idols, to sacrifice swine 
and other unclean animals, 



The Issue - Gentrification

1 Macc 1:48 and to leave their sons uncircumcised. 
They were to make themselves abominable by 
everything unclean and profane, 49 so that they would 
forget the law and change all the ordinances. 50 He 
added, “And whoever does not obey the command of 
the king shall die.”



The Offer

1 Macc 2:17 Then the king’s officers spoke to Mattathias 
as follows: “You are a leader, honored and great in this 
town, and supported by sons and brothers. 18 Now be 
the first to come and do what the king commands, as all 
the Gentiles and the people of Judah and those that are 
left in Jerusalem have done. Then you and your sons 
will be numbered among the Friends of the king, and 
you and your sons will be honored with silver and gold 
and many gifts.”



The Response

1 Macc 2:19 But Mattathias answered and said in a loud 
voice: “Even if all the nations that live under the rule of the 
king obey him, and have chosen to obey his 
commandments, every one of them abandoning the religion 
of their ancestors, 20 I and my sons and my brothers will 
continue to live by the covenant of our ancestors. 21 Far be 
it from us to desert the law and the ordinances. 22 We will 
not obey the king’s words by turning aside from our religion 
to the right hand or to the left.”
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‘Friends’ with the Romans?

1 Macc 8
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Simon Takes 
Command
1 Macc 13 



Family Burial Pyramids
Jonathan’s Tomb
1 Mac 13:25 Simon sent and took the bones of his brother Jonathan, and 
buried him in Modein, the city of his ancestors. 26 All Israel bewailed him 
with great lamentation, and mourned for him many days. 27 And Simon 
built a monument over the tomb of his father and his brothers; he made it 
high so that it might be seen, with polished stone at the front and back. 
28 He also erected seven pyramids, opposite one another, for his father 
and mother and four brothers. 29 For the pyramids he devised an 
elaborate setting, erecting about them great columns, and on the 
columns he put suits of armor for a permanent memorial, and beside the 
suits of armor he carved ships, so that they could be seen by all who sail 
the sea. 30 This is the tomb that he built in Modein; it remains to this day.



Family Burial Pyramids

https://www.livescience.com/52243-lost-tomb-maccabees-possibly-found.html



EBL – Schedule


