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SUMMARY

•Where have we journeyed / stopped on
this trip?

•What’s next?

•Cautions



EBL – On the Church Website
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EBL – On the Church Website

EarlyChristianWritings.com



100A.D. 2019

How long has the quantity of books in 
the current (Protestant) Bible been ‘The Bible’?



100A.D. 2019
In 1826, the National Bible Society of Scotland petitioned the British and 
Foreign Bible Society not to print the Apocrypha, resulting in a decision that 
no BFBS funds were to pay for printing any Apocryphal books anywhere. 

100 AD - 1826 - 2019   ⇒ (2019-1826) / (1826-100) = 193 /1726 = 11%

1826

Only 11% of the time.....
89% of the time something else

How long has the quantity of books in 
the current (Protestant) Bible been ‘The Bible’?



THE AGRAPHA

Of the more than 200 of these sayings, only between eight and 

sixteen of them are consider authentic:  Jesus likely said 
these things!

The Agrapha must satisfy three conditions:
• They must be Sayings, not discourses 

– i.e. not stories ‘about’ Jesus but things He actually said
• They must be Sayings of Jesus
• They must not be in the canonical Gospels



The Criteria Question – Canonization

Apostolicity – was it written by an apostle…Hebrews?

Orthodoxy – did it conform to the generally accepted understanding of the Christian faith

Antiquity – was the writing produced during the time of the Apostles? – Gospels of Mark 
and Luke?

Use – widely used or cited by Christians in the majority of major churches in the first 
three centuries?

Adaptability – can the book adapt, or to be continually adapted, to changing 
circumstances and needs.

source:  “Formation of the Bible –The story of the Church’s Canon”, 2012, Lee Martin McDonald



Tobit & Judith



Guest Speakers!



EBL - Summary



Repentance…
2 Clement 8:1-3
So, then, while we are on earth, let us repent.  For 
we are clay in the craftsman’s hand.  For example:
while a potter is making a vessel, if it becomes 
misshapen or breaks in his hands, he simply reshapes it; but if 
he has already put it into the kiln, he is no longer able to repair it.  
So it is with us:  as long as we are in this world, let us repent with 
our whole heart of the evil things that we have done in the flesh, 
in order that we may be saved by the Lord while we still have 
time for repentance.  For after we have left the world, we are no 
longer able there either to confess or to repent any more.
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EBL – What’s Next?

Two more ‘books’ in Michael Holmes’ Collection:

• The Epistle of Barnabas

• The Epistle to Diognetus



EBL - SummaryRoute

• Augustine – Bishop of Hippo
Confessions
Writings on the Trinity

• Tertullian
Lawyer by training
Apologist

• Cyprian
Key on ecumenical policy 
(Church structure & councils)

• Athanasius
• Origen



EBL - Summary



Dr. Everett Ferguson



EBL - Summary



2020 Biblical Study Tour Oct 19-26



“To think incisively and to think for one’s self is very difficult. We are   prone 
to let our mental life become invaded by legions of half truths, prejudices, and 
propaganda.”

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think 
critically. But education which stops with efficiency may prove the greatest 
menace to society. The most dangerous criminal may be the man gifted with 
reason, but with no morals.”

“We must remember that intelligence is not enough.  Intelligence plus 
character–that is the goal of true education. The complete
education gives one not only power of concentration, but
worthy objectives upon which to concentrate.”



“The function of education is to teach one to 
think intensively and to think critically. 

Intelligence plus character – that is the goal 
of true education.” 

-Martin Luther King, Jr. 



One Final Word



Doxology– 2 Clement 20:5

To the only God, invisible, the Father of 

truth, who sent to us the Savior and 

Founder of immortality, through whom 

he also revealed to us the truth and 

heavenly life, to him be the glory forever 

and ever.  Amen.


