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Objectives

• Word Study
 Both Reading ‘the Word’
 Deeper understanding of a word

• New Tool – STEP Bible
• Application &  Discussion



But before we start!

https://orion2020v5b.spaceforeverybody.com/
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Luke 13:23-27

Someone asked Jesus, “Lord, are only a few people going 
to be saved?” He said to them, “Make every effort to 
enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, 
will try to enter and will not be able to. Once the owner 
of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand 
outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for 
us’. But he will answer, “I don’t know you . . . or where 
you come from. Away from me, all you evil doers!” 
(Lk.13:23-27)



Matthew 7:21-23

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to 
me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name and in your name drive out demons and in 
your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell 
them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’
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Septuagint / LXX –
“Translation of the Seventy”   (300 BCE)

Fragment of a Septuagint: A column of uncial book 
from 1 Esdras in the Codex Vaticanus

Greek Old Testament –
up until this time; only 
Hebrew (Aramaic)



Galatians 4 in STEPBible
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Ya.da and Ginosko

Of the 946 times yada’ is found in the 
Hebrew OT2 over 490 times it is translated 
by ginosko in the LXX (the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew Old Testament). 
Hence ginosko is the major Greek word 
used for yada’.



Ya.da and Ginosko

For the Hebrews yada’ is more by the heart 
than by the mind, and the knowing arises not 
by standing back from in order to look at, but 
by active and intentional engagement in 
lived experience . . . the Hebrews had no 
word that corresponds exactly to our words 
mind or intellect.



Ya.da Translations (semantic range)

“to perceive, know”      “find out”        “know by experience”            

“recognize”   “acknowledge”      “be skillful”       “teach”

“know a person, be acquainted with”

“make known”          “to notice”            “learn”

“to know sexually, have intercourse with, copulate”  

“to have experience”                “to take care of someone”



Ya.da

knowledge gained through experience

indicates experiential knowledge

This is contrary to much of our modern day understanding of 
“knowledge” and its acquisition which largely involves pure 

thought by one’s own contemplation or mere verbal transmission 
of information from teacher to student in a classroom setting.



Why is this an 
issue – don’t 

you just 
mean
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Why is this an 
issue – don’t 

you just 
mean

The Problem:

In Greek and Hebrew -

there is not a good 
word for what we 
understand as 
relationship (deep / 
knowing friendship)

“Relationship”



Only 4 Instances in 
NIV

When you look at those 
words in the Blue letter 
Bible you see that the 
term "relationship" is 
more of a term that is 
translated because of 
the other words put 
together around it. Also 
note that in the BLB the 
actual literal translation 
does not use this term.

Judges 18:7

Judges 18:28

1 Kings 10:1

John 1:18



The English idea is bigger than 
any Greek or Hebrew word in 
my opinion. There are lots of 
words that can feed into the 
idea of relationship in Greek 

and Hebrew but do not 
encompass all of it.



Understanding – Example WWII   “Ginosko”
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Genesis 22:9-12
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Modern Application?
Matt 22:35-40    Mark 12:28-34    Luk 10:27a

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, 
“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, 
“What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” And he 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 
and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 
And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and 
you will live.


