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How do you see it?



How do you see it?



Outline / Structure to SOM

• Introduction:  Matthew 5:1-2
• Body: 5:3 – 7:27 

• Beatitudes 5:3 – 12
• Jesus’ Antitheses 5:21-48
• …

• Conclusion:  7:28 – 8:1



Jesus and Moses Here?

--Is Jesus the New Moses or one greater than Moses? 

--Mountain Imagery (5:1-3 and 7:28-8:1)

A. Remember Matthew was writing to the Jews who were 
steeped in Moses and the Law and the similar imagery

B. Jesus goes up on the Mountain like Moses did at Sinai to 
get the Torah
On the connection of Jesus with Moses in this section, see W. D. Davies and D. C. Allison, The Gospel According to Saint Matthew: Volume 1: Matthew 1-7, 

ICC Commentary Series (New York: T & T Clark, 2004), 190-95, 424.



Other Contextual Parallels

C. There is a possible connection with 

Moses in Mt. 4:2 went without food for 40 days and 40 nights 
just like Moses (Deut. 9:9).

D. The word “stayed” (on the mountain) in Deut. 9:9 can mean 
“sat” and was taken that way by some Jewish writings dated a 
little after the time of Jesus. See Mt. 5:1-2: Jesus sat down



Parallels

E. Davies and Allison believe that the 

infancy narratives of Jesus in Matthew have 
parallels with Jewish teachings about Moses’ 
childhood. 

--Note the parallel of Pharoah destroying the 
Jewish male babies and what Herod did in 
destroying the male babies in Bethlehem. 



F. Mat. chapters 3 and 4 could be seen as a “new exodus”. 

--Jesus’ escape from Egypt and the fulfillment of the passage “Out of 
Egypt I called my son” (2:15) followed by Jesus’ baptism in Mt 3:13-17 
might represent Moses and Israel coming out of Egypt and crossing 
the Red Sea. Jesus’ 40 days of temptation in the wilderness 
(Matthew 4:1-11, alluding to Deut. 8:1-5) could be parallel to the 
Israelites’ 40 years in the wilderness

Parallels



Jesus’ Words

G. Moses had authority, but Jesus taught with authority greater than the 
teachers of the Law (Mt.7:28-29). 

Discussion: What do you think? Was Jesus a New Moses or perhaps 
one greater than Moses? Could he be an ultimate fulfillment of 
Moses? Or not connected at all perhaps?

How would Matthew’s readers perhaps have seen it? Why?



Am I ‘seeing’ / reading double?

Compare  Matthew 5 - 7
&

Luke 6:17 - 49





















Inclusios

--Inclusios set “off discrete 
units” and also give 
“expression” to key themes 
within those units

(Allison and Davies, Matthew 1-7, 93)



Inclusios in Matthew
a. Examples in Matthew: 

1) Matthew: 1:23 and 28:20 (Hold together the ‘God with us’ theme of the 
whole of Matthew)

2) 4:23-5:2 and 9:35 (Holds together plight and needs of the people)

3) 5:1-2 and 7:28-29 (Hold together the whole SOM Mosaic? theme)

4) 7:16 and 7:20 (Holds together the true and false prophet theme: good 
and bad fruit recognition)

5) 15:2 and 15:20 (Holds together the tradition of  the elders theme)



Inclusios in SoM

1) “Law or the Prophets” 5:17 and  “Law and 
the Prophets” 7:12

2) “enter into the kingdom of heaven” 5:20 
and “enter the kingdom of heaven 7:21



Approx. Dates of Writings
• James: 44-49
• Galatians: 49-50
• Mark: 50-60
• Matthew: 50-60
• ….
• Luke: 60-61
• ….
• Acts: 62
• ….
• John: 80-90
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Approx. Dates of Writings
• James: 44-49 50
• Galatians: 49-50 55
• Mark: 50-60 66
• Matthew: 50-60 67
• ….
• Luke: 60-61 63
• ….
• Acts: 62 64
• ….
• John: 80-90 85
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